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NOTEWORTHY COLLECTION 


CALIFORNIA 


SCHIZACHYRIUM SCOPARIUM (Michx.) Nash 
(POACEAE). —Monterey County, Gigling Road, 
on the former Fort Ord, elev. 99 m, 36.643795, 
—121.77535153315428, 6 November 2007, D. Styer 
s.n. (UCSC); the same location, 14 October 2015 D. 
Styer & J. Styer s.n. (UCSC); same location, 10 Nov 
2008, D. Styer s.n. (PGM, specimen processed by 
Vern Yadon, and identification entered as var. 
scoparium, following the treatment in FNANM 
[Wipff 2003}). 

I also collected a specimen (D. Styer s.n.) that was 
sent to James P. Smith for HSC. Growing on road 
edge depression, along with other grasses (e.g., Aira 
caryophyllea L., Avena barbata Link, Briza maxima 
E. Vulpia myuros {L.)/'C. ©. Gmel. $ forbs, a few 
shrubs (e.g., Acmispon glaber [Vogel] Brouillet var. 
glaber, Artemisia californica Less., Baccharis pilularis 
DC. subsp. consanguinea [DC.] C. B. Wolf, Salvia 
mellifera Greene, and Toxicodendron diversilobum 
[Torr. & A. Gray] Greene), and an oak (Quercus 
agrifolia Née var. agrifolia) nearby. 


Previous knowledge. The only other California 
collection of S. scoparium listed by the California 
Consortium of Herbaria was made by Beecher 
Crampton at a location in Solano County on 12 
Oc 1965 (CCH 2017). eCalfiofa (2017) lists, an 
observation on 23 Mar 2008 by David Magney in 
the Spenceville Wildlife Area in Nevada County. The 
natural range of Schizachyrium scoparium, little 
bluestem, is widespread, extending from Alberta to 
eastern Canada and south to Florida and Texas 
(Gleason and Cronquist 1991), and is one of the 
famous grasses of the tall-grass prairies. An adapta- 
tion for dryer parts of the tall-grass prairies. enables 
S. scoparium to take hold when escaped into rather 
dry locations, such as a Fort Ord roadside. This grass 
is sold in the nursery trade in California. Since 
Gigling Road has a history of machinery and vehicle 
traffic, S. scoparium could reasonably have arrived 
directly from its native habitat, or as a result of the 
nursery trade. Schizachyrium scoparium is not 
naturally adapted to California’s Mediterranean 
climate, and it doesn’t grow well in the dryer years. 
Since most years are dryer than average, there is no 
indication that this species will become invasive in 
California. 
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Significance. The Gigling Road site may be the 
first evidence that a roadside population may have 
lasting endurance. At this point it has survived for at 
least ten years, even through the severe drought year 
of 2015, without any attention. Vern Yadon noted 
that this cespitose species could easily go unnoticed 
along California roadsides, especially because it 
grows less than a meter high, and has a very late 
blooming habit. The earliest record I have of an 
inflorescence is 21 August; this was well before 
bloom. Anthesis and fruit are to be expected from 
October on. Another reason that S. scoparium 
populations along roads could go unnoticed is 
danger. Gigling Road, at the S. scoparium location 
is, basically, open only to authorized vehicles; | 
comfortably stop there at my leisure. In contrast, I 
have one record of S. scoparium along Fort Ord’s 
South Boundary Road. The cars go by at about 50 
mph, and the barbwire fence is about 3 ft off the 
road. I’m aware that I don’t go back because of the 
danger of being hit. 


—DAVID STYER, P.O. Box 444, Moss Landing, 
CA 95039; david.styer@sbcglobal.net. 
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